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Comparison: Universalism, Inclusivism and Exclusivism 
Understanding “One Way” 

 

Concept Universalism Inclusivism Exclusivism 

Everyone who is “good” will go to heaven. 
●   

Everyone who loves God, however they 
conceive of Him, will go to heaven. ●   
Jesus saves some who don’t know or 
understand the Gospel’s historical facts. ● ●  
Willingness to turn from sinfulness is 
necessary to be reconciled with God.  ● ● 
A sincere desire to be at peace with God 
is necessary to be reconciled with Him.  ● ● 
We cannot earn God’s forgiveness or earn 
our own salvation with obedience.  ● ● 
Our souls are saved by the grace of God 
alone.  ● ● 
All sins are forgiven on one basis alone: 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  ● ● 
Christians must tell the world about the 
Gospel.  ● ● 
We must understand Jesus’ death and 
resurrection to trust Jesus and be saved.   ● 
We must ask forgiveness on the specific 
basis of the Passion’s facts to be saved. 

  
● 
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Who Gets to Go to Heaven? Universalism Inclusivism Exclusivism 

People who “lived by faith” (Heb. 11) 
before the historical Passion of Jesus. 

Yes Yes Yes 

Infants who die. Yes Maybe Maybe 

People who are mentally incapable of 
hearing the facts of the Gospel. 

Yes Maybe No 

People who never hear the facts of the 
Gospel due to geographical isolation. 

Yes Maybe No 

People who hear but do not really 
understand the facts of the Gospel. 

Yes Maybe No 

People who hear and reject the Gospel for 
non-defiant reasons. 

Yes Maybe No 

People who hear the facts of the Gospel 
but defiantly reject them. 

Yes No No 

People who never hear the Gospel & 
defiantly reject the little they know of God. 

Yes No No 

 

 
 


